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Preface

Some objects in our museums attain with time a status
as national treasures, and we find them often depicted in
standard handbooks about our prehistory. In spite of fre-
quent exposure, the underlying context and the find cir-
cumstances as well as the significance of this information
may be almost unknown and unpublished. The find of
spectacular equestrian equipment at Sosdala is an example
of this. The Sosdala finds - in reality two separate deposi-
tions — remained mainly known in the 20th century as ep-
onym of one of the decorative styles during the Iron Age,
while questions about context and significance received
little scholarly attention. Now Charlotte Fabech and Ulf
Nisman have set this omission right with an impressive
monograph that is the outcome of six years of work. The
source-critical review of the find recovery and the rather
confusing archaeological investigations that followed is ex-
emplary and exciting. The finds from Sosdala also became
pawns in a political struggle between the museums in
Lund and Stockholm. The question was whether the finds
should be incorporated in the national collections of the
Swedish History Museum in Stockholm or be a valuable
supplement to the regional collections at the Historical
Museum at Lund University? After much debate and both
private and official correspondence the Museum in Lund
prevailed and the finds, together with the Fulltofta finds,
were permanently placed in a table display case in the Iron

Age exhibition hall. Here generations of archaeology stu-
dents learned about the Sosdala style. In 2007 the finds be-
came part of a new exhibition “Barbaricum — Uppékra and
the Iron Age of Scania”.

With fresh eyes and knowledge and curiosity in ample
measure, Charlotte and Ulf have studied the unique arte-
facts and had them analysed with new methods and ap-
proaches. Analyses of metal alloys and niello as well as mi-
croscopic study of the punched decoration have given new
clues to the technology and origin of the equestrian equip-
ment. Scholars first interpreted the finds as religious offer-
ings but today much speaks in favour of considering the
depositions as part of a funerary ritual for a dead mount-
ed warrior. Probably South Scandinavian horsemen, who
served in Germanic hosts in the wide realm of the Huns,
are behind the Sésdala and Fulltofta depositions. During
their journeys on the Continent they met mounted no-
mads and became acquainted with their strange funerary
rituals. The rituals were performed some distance from
the burial place and included the destruction of the dead
warriors” horse tack. The ideas of such rituals were brought
home by returning Scandinavians and eventually trans-
terred to Scanian soil, plausibly in an attempt to assert new
power positions. Perhaps Charlotte and Ulf have identified
a once owner of horse tack from Sésdala in a male burial
at the nearby Vitteryd cemetery. Obvious similarities in



horse tack and context of the Fulltofta find, 15 km south of
Sosdala, also indicate that the respective owners ought to
have known one another.

The closest parallel to the parade bridle of Sosdala was
found at Kacin in Ukraine. In the same way as Sosdala
speaks about far-reaching cultural contacts in the sth cen-
tury, Charlotte and Ulf have established an international
research team of scholars from Sweden in the north, Ger-
many and France in the west and Poland and Russia in the
east. All have contributed valuably to an understanding of
the equestrian elite during the Migration Period. The book

The Soésdala horsemen — and the equestrian elite of fifth
century Europe gives Sosdala and Fulltofta their justified
place in European history. In connection with the publica-
tion, the finds from S6sdala and Fulltofta will be displayed
temporarily but then they will be given their proper place
in the permanent exhibition of the Iron Age in Scania.

Lund, 20 May 2017

Per Karsten

Museum Director

Head of the Historical Museum at Lund University

Pesrome
[NpeancnaosBue

B IIpearcaoBum AUPEKTOP My3esi FOBOPUT O 3HAYEHHH HAXOAOK
B Cécpane u OyaprodTe, HbiHe SBASIONMXCS YACTHIO COOpAHIS
Hcropuaeckoro mysest Ayaackoro yausepcurera. OH AaeT BbI-
COKYIO OIIeHKY KOAOCCAABHOM PaboTe, MPOAGAAHHOM IIPH MOA-
TOTOBKE 9TOH MyOAMKAIIMHU I'PYIIION MCCAEAOBATEACH M PeAAK-
topamu mpoexra — Ilapaorroit Pabex u Yappom Hecmanom.
bBaaropaps xuure «Bcapnmku CEcpaabl M BCapAHUIECKAs SANTA
Espomsr V B.» Cécpara u OyapTodTa 3afMyT 3aCAyKEHHOE Me-
cro B ucropun Epponsr ITocae aToit ITyOAMKAIIME HAXOAKH 3
Cécpannt u DyAbTOPTHI 3aIMyT HapAeXKAIIlee MECTO B IIOCTOSTH-
HOH 9KCITO3UIJIH, HOCBSAMeHHOH YKeAe3HOMY BeKy Ha TeppHTO-

pru CkaHHM.

Aynd, 20 mas 2017 2.
Ilep Kapcmen
Aupexmop Hcmopuueckozo my3es

Ayuacxozo YHusepcumema

Preface



Introduction

Charlotte Fabech & UIf Nasman

In 1929 the history of the Sosdala find began when work-
ers discovered a large number of mounts of horse tack in
a gravel pit. The lucky story of how the S6sdala find was
saved reminds us of how much of our knowledge about
early history is based on accidental circumstances. Most
archaeological objects are in fact lost before they are no-
ticed, recorded, stored in a museum and perhaps exhibited.
And many arrive at museums with little if any information
about find circumstances. So it is important that there are
people outside universities and cities, who have an interest
in history and who are actively involved in their commu-
nity. Without the efforts of Carl Mellton, the elementary
school-teacher in Sosdala, the find would have been lost.

The Sosdala find rapidly became internationally famous
after a paper in German written by John-Elof Forssander
appeared in 1937. He coined the term “Sosdala style” that
soon became established in the art history of the Migration
Period. But most of the objects remained unpublished and
the fame of the name threw them in deep shade.

In 1986 Charlotte saw the Sosdala find for the first time
in the exhibition at the Historical Museum at Lund Univer-
sity. She was there to prepare her MA thesis. Realising that
the find spot is situated near the large Vitteryd cemetery
with stone ships, she also went to Sésdala to experience the
local setting of the find. Both the artefacts and the ritual
deposition point from Sosdala towards south-eastern Eu-
rope. Since that year she hoped once to be able both to pub-
lish the find and to discuss the find context internationally.

Significantly, S6sdala artefacts were absent when a large
exhibition “Germanen, Hunnen und Awaren. Schitze der
Volkerwanderungszeit” opened in 1988 at the museums in

Nuremberg and Frankfurt am Main. The only existence of
“Sosdala” was as a style concept. The peripheral position of
Scandinavia was also obvious in the research programme
“The Transformation of the Roman World”. But the ar-
chaeological record of Migration Period Scandinavia can
tell another story, one of Scandinavian involvement in Eu-
ropean history, as attempted by Ulf at a workshop in 1996
in Strasbourg.

The bridle from Sosdala is a centrepiece of interaction
between South Scandinavia and south-eastern Europe.
The complete publication of the Sosdala find demon-
strates that South Scandinavia in the Migration Period was
an integral part of Europe. We hope it will contribute to
changing the view that South Scandinavia is an uninterest-
ing periphery outside the real Europe.

That a Sésdala publication should not be a monograph
but a volume of studies became clear after Charlotte’s vis-
it in 2001 to Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna. There
she bought a new book Barbarenschmuck und Romergold.
Der Schatz von Szildgysomlyd. It was read on the train back
to Denmark. It is a collection of interesting papers about
a significant find and has excellent artefact photographs.
It became our ideal for a publication of S6sdala. But oth-
er research projects, easier to finance, came first and years
would pass before Sosdala came on the agenda.

In 2008 Charlotte received a grant to investigate wheth-
er a project to publish the Sosdala find could be realised. In
the years 2009—2012 the possibilities of a S6sdala publica-
tion project was investigated butit was onlywhen Charlotte
and Ulfin 2012, independently of one another, received an
invitation to contribute to a conference, Inter Ambo Maria,



10

in the Crimea (Ukraine) that the Sésdala project began to
materialise. We decided to cooperate and to give a joint

paper about Sésdala, subsequently published in the con-
ference proceedings in 2013. To present Sosdala seemed
appropriate at a conference in south-eastern Europe. The
reception after our presentation was overwhelming. For
the first time archaeologists understood the exceptional
qualities of both the content and the context of the Sos-
dala find. We concluded that many scholars in Central
and Eastern Europe would also appreciate a full Sosdala
publication. After the conference we stayed a couple of
days in Istanbul and realised that our next step had to be
a workshop in Lund where we could discuss a publication
project with invited scholars of importance. To publish a
find of such international significance we needed support
of scholars with greater knowledge of the archaeological
record of Western and Eastern Europe as well as domes-
tic scholars with special expertise. We received economic
support to arrange a workshop and a number of scholars
were invited; all promised to participate.

In May 2013 we gathered at the Historical Museum at
Lund University to study the Sosdala finds and to discuss
the possibilities for future collaboration concerning a Sés-
dala publication (fig. 1). The museum generously opened
its doors to us and arranged that the whole find complexes
from Sosdala I and II as well as Fulltofta were available for
close study. All invited were positive and we are grateful
that they accepted our invitation to contribute of their
time, engagement and knowledge. We promised to apply
for money for the necessary preparatory work: scientific

Introduction

Fig 1. Participants in the 2013 Sésdala workshop in front of the Histori-

cal Museum at Lund University.

From left to right: Svante Fischer, Jerry Rosengren, Anneli Sundkvist, Per
Karsten, Lovisa Dal, Michel Kazanski, Anna Bitner-Wrdéblewska, Bengt
Nordguist, Charlotte Fabech and Ulf Néisman. Photo unknown passer-by.

Fig 2. Ulf Nésman, Charlotte Fabech and Lovisa Dal discuss the Sosda-
la objects in the library of the Historical Museum at Lund University.
Photo Daniel Lindskog.

analyses, artefact cleaning and new colour photography,
drawings of bridle and saddle reconstructions and arte-
fact cross-sections, layout and printing as well as a second
workshop (fig. 2). Fortunately, many foundations viewed
our applications favourably, and after some time the econ-
omy of the project was consolidated. We are grateful to the
foundations that granted our requests.

In November 2015 a second workshop was held in Lund
for a final discussion of finds, interpretations and conclu-
sions. The authors presented their contribution, and dis-
cussions were lively during fruitful days in Lund. To make
the find places S6sdala and Fulltofta and their surround-
ing landscapes more present to the participants we went
to visit the sites. It was a risky business at that time of the
year; the weather forecast said cloudy, 6 degrees Celsius
and maybe snow. We did get a little snow, but everything
went fine (fig. 3)!

It is hard to understand how difficult it is to finance a
project like Sosdala. The large research foundations do not



support this kind of research, so we had to find support in
smaller private foundations. The foundations that gener-
ously contributed to the publication are:

Anders Althins Stiftelse

Beckett-Fonden

Berit Wallenbergs Stiftelse

Dronning Margrethe II's Arkeologiske Fond
Ebbe Kocks stiftelse

Stiftelsen Konung Gustaf VI Adolfs fond for svensk kultur
Lennart ] Higglunds Stiftelse

Letterstedtska foreningen

Magnus Bergvalls Stiftelse

Stiftelsen Oscar Montelii fond

Sven och Dagmar Saléns Stiftelse

Working with Sésdala has been like opening Pandora’s
Box. New unexpected questions appeared constantly. We
have tried to catch them and find answers, but sometimes
it felt overwhelming with more questions than answers.
Finds such as Sosdala represent only the tip of an iceberg
of unknown material. Other similar finds are other tips but
we do not know whether they belong to the same iceberg
or are separate. In fact we think this is a positive result —
our main goal is to give Sosdala its just place in the dis-
course about the epoch-making centuries in the middle
of the first millennium AD. Now the S6sdala and Fulltofta
finds are put to work. Other scholars will have access to the

Fig 3. The participants of the second workshop 2015 at the Sosdala

gravel pit.

From left to right: Bengt Nordquist, Svante Fischer, Olle Andersson,
Anneli Sundkvist, Per Karsten, Dieter Quast, Ulf Ndsman, Anna Bit-
ner-Wréblewska, Bertil Helgesson, Anna Mastykova, Michel Kazanski,
Charlotte Fabech and Lovisa Dal. Photo Stig Jensen, the coach driver.

(protomerowingisch)

. SPATPHASE DER
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complete material from Sosdala and Fulltofta and hopeful-
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ly they will find new questions to ask and new interpreta- 370 380 390 400 410 420 430 440 450 460 470 480 490

tions to present. The lack of a full publication explains why
the Sosdala finds have been largely overlooked; another
explanation is linguistic difficulties. In the workshops dis-
cussions were polyglot with comments in Danish, English
(dominating), French, German, Russian and Swedish. In
an attempt to remedy this we publish in English with ré-
sumés and captions in Russian.

Another complication in our scholarly communication
was that similar chronological concepts have different
content in Scandinavia and on the Continent (fig. 4). On
the Continent the Migration Period phase D1 is roughly
contemporary with the later part of Scandinavian Late Ro-
man Iron Age phase C3, Continental D2 corresponds to

D1 D2

Fig 4. The relation between Scandinavian chronological phases C3, D1
and D2 (bottom) and Continental chronological concepts.

After fig. 20 in Kristoffersen, S. & Magnus, B. 2010. Spannformete kar.
Udvikling og variasjon. Stavanger. Summary. and Abb. 30 in Tejral, J.
1997. Neue Aspekte der friihvolkerwanderungszeitlichen Chronologie
im Mitteldonauraum. In: Tejral, . et al. (eds). Neue Beitrige zur Er-
forschung der Spatantike im mittleren Donauraum. Brno: 321-391. Cf.
Abb. 41 in Rau, A. 2010. Nydam mose 1. Die personengebundenen

Gegenstinde. Grabungen 1989-1999. Aarhus/Hojbjerg: Summary.

Charlotte Fabech & UIf Nasman
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BRIDLE

(headstall and snaffle) headpiece

cheekpiece

throatlash
browband——___ _

starp junctions

noseband

loose-ring
snaffle

reins

martingale

shoulder junction

Scandinavian D1 and Scandinavian D2 to Continental D3
and Early Merovingian phases Alte Merowingerzeit I-11. To
avoid misunderstandings we use the terms Scand-D1 and
Cont-D1.

For scholars who never mounted a horse the terminolo-
gy of the many mounts and straps necessary to bridle and
saddle up a horse was a challenge. After good advice from
Anneli Sundqvist and Alan Crozier as well as much surf-
ing on the Internet we decided on a terminology of horse
tack (fig. 5). The localisation of the main sites treated in the
book is found on a map (fig. 6).

In this publication of the finds from Sésdala and Full-
tofta the artefacts are reproduced on the scales of 1:1 or 3:4
(75%) in the catalogues. All other illustrations are repro-
duced on various scales when nothing else is stated.

Many individual persons and scholars have helped
us in various ways. We owe them all many thanks: Hans
Chr. Andersen, Kent Andersson, Olle Andersson, Anders
Andrén, Maria Panum Baastrup, Jan Bemmann, Jenny

Introduction

seat

shoulder strap

SADDLE

pommel

cantle  gqddle rings

saddle blanket

haunch strap

breeching

haunch junction

pendant straps

Fig 5. The terminology of horse tack used in the Sosdala publication
is applied to a reconstruction of a “Sosdala horse”. For corresponding

term in Russian, see résumé. Drawing Erika Rosengren.

Bergman, Ruth Blankenfeldt, Audroné Bliujiené, Ham-
pus Cinthio, Sophia Cinthio, Lisbeth Eilersgaard Chris-
tensen, Lars Ersgard, Nicolo Dell'Unto, Lotta Fernstal,
Marei Hacke, Jan Peder Lamm, Kristina Jansson, Kristi-
na Jennbert, Stig Jensen, Igor’ Khrapunov, Birgit Korge,
Per Lageras, Nina Lau, Maxim Levada, Ulla Mannering,
Magnus Martensson, Mats Mogren, Bjorn Nilsson, An-
ders Odman, Chatarina Odman, Karl Erik Olsson, Ingvar
Ottosson, Jonas Paulsson, Karen Stemann Petersen, Pe-
ter Vang Petersen, Andreas Rau, Judyta Rodzinska, Jerry
Rosengren, Tom Sandstrém, Arne Sjostrom, Frans-Arne
Stylegar, Kaj Thuresson and Helena Victor.

And warm thanks to Per Karsten, head of the Historical
Museum at Lund University, who accepted our sugges-



tions and gave us free hands in our work with the excep-
tional S6sdala find complex, indeed a great privilege.

Finally our many thanks to those who contributed as
authors, drawer, editors, photographers or translators:
Anna Bitner-Wréblewska, Enrico Cappellini, Alan Cro-
zier, Lovisa Dal, Svante Fischer, Bertil Helgesson, Per
Karsten, Michel Kazanski, Jesper Laursen, Nikita Khra-
punov, Daniel Lindskog, Meaghan Mackie, Anna Mas-
tykova, Bengt Nordqvist, Snorre Nasman, Dieter Quast,
Per Ramgqyvist, Erika Rosengren, Konstantin Skvortsov,
Anneli Sundkvist and Ola Svensson.

This publication never had the goal of covering all as-
pects of the Sosdala finds. Our focus is to present the ar-
tefacts of the three finds, Sosdala I-II and Fulltofta, and to
expose the outstanding craftsmanship. Another purpose
is an update of the information about classical questions
such as chronology, provenance, style and interpretation
of find context. We also make an attempt to write the biog-
raphy of the parade bridle of S6sdala I. Now we hope other
scholars will use the publication to put forward new ques-
tions and interpretations. A few scientific analyses were
made with good results. Obviously other scholarly and
scientific analyses will bring further discoveries, analyses
we had neither the time nor the resources to carry out. It
has been very rewarding to handle and study such rich and
exciting archaeological find material. The Sosdala-Full-
tofta complex offers new routes to an understanding of the
societal changes in a tumultuous period when the classic
world collapsed and a new Europe was formed.

ik
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Fig 6. The localisation of the main sites treated in this volume.

Pesrome

BeepeHune

LLlaparoTTa ®abek, YAbd HecmaH

Hcropus Haxopxu B Cécpase HAYaAACh B 1929 T., B IPAaBHITHOM Ka-
ppepe. Haxoaka morub6aa 651, ecan 651 He ycuans Kapaa Measro-

HA, YYUTeAs HadaAbHBIX KAaccoB U3 Cécpaabl. MexAyHapOAHYIO

HU3BECTHOCTD CéCAaAbCKOﬁ HaXOAKE IIPHMHECAQ CTaTbhsl Howna-Oao-

¢pa Dopccanaepa, OIyOANKOBAaHHAS B 1937 I. HA HEMELIKOM SI3BI-
ke. OH mpepAOXKHA BbIAeAUTD CTHAb «Cécpaana>, HO 6OAbIIast
9acTh HAXOAOK OCTaAACh HeoITyOAMKOBaHHOI. B 1986 1. I11. ®abex

BIIepBbIe yBHAeAa HaxoAKY u3 Cécpaant B McropuyueckoM Mysee

Charlotte Fabech & UIf Nasman
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Aynackoro yrusepcuTeTa. C TeX caMbIX IIOp OHA HaA€SAACh OITy-
OAMKOBATh HAXOAKY M HHPOPMAIMIO O ee KOHTEKCTe B HM3AAHUM,
KOTOpPO€ IIPUBAEKAO ObI BHUMAHHE MEKAYHAPOAHOI ayAUTOPH.

B 2008 1. II1. ®abex moAydmAa TPAaHT AASI U3YYEHUS BOIIPOCA
0 TOM, BO3MOKHA AU PEAAU3AIIMSA IIPOEKTA MO H3AAHUIO HAXOAKH
n3 Cécpaanl. Koraa B 2012 1. III. ®abex u Y. Hecman HezaBucu-
MO APYT OT APyTa IMOAYYHAM IIPUTAAIIEHME IIPHHATD y4acTHe B
koH¢epenrmu «Inter Ambo Maria» B Kpeimy, To permman cae-
AaTb coBMeCTHBII A0KAaA 0 Cécpane (ormy6AMKOBaH B cOOpHHUKe
MaTepuaAoB KOHPEepeHIMU B 2013 I.). Aokaap 6b1a BCTPEYEeH C
aHTy3Ha3MOM. CTaAO SICHO, YTO MHOTHE HCCAeAOBaTeAr U3 LleH-
TpaabHOM 1 BocTouHOM EBpOnbI O1IEHAT MOAHYIO HyGAHKaumo
kommaekca 3 CEcaaAbL

B Mae 2013 I. HeOOABILIAS TPYIIITIA HCCAEAOBATEAEH COOpaAach
B VcTopryeckoM My3ee AYyHACKOTO YHHBEPCUTETA AAS U3Yde-
HUsl HaXOAOK U3 CEcpaAbl U 0OCYXKAEHHUS COOTBETCTBYIOILIEH
ny6ankauu (puc. 1). B Hos6pe 2015 1. B AyHaAe mporea BTo-
POt ceMUHap, Ha KOTOPOM CHOB2 00CY>XKAQANCD STH HAXOAKH, UX
HHTEPIPETALUN U Pe3yAbTaThl HCCACAOBAHISL. UTOOBI II03HAKO-
MUTb YIACTHHUKOB IIPOEKTA C MECTOM, TA€ OBIAM OTKPBITBI HAXOA-
ki u3 Cécpanst 1 OyApTO(TEI, OBIAQ IPEATIPHUHSTA IKCKYPCHS Ha
9T namaTHUKH (pHc. 3).

3apady OCAOXKHSIAO TO OOCTOSITEABCTBO, UTO OAM3KHE XPO-
HoAormyeckre kounentsl B CkaHauHaBum u Ha EBpomefickom
KOHTHHEHTE UMEIOT pasHoe HaroAHenue (puc. 4). Yro6bl nsbe-
JKaTh HEIOHMMAHHS, Mbl OYAEM HCIIOAB30BATh TaKHe TePMHHBDI,
Kak, HalpuMep, «Iepuop D1 mo ckaHAMHABCKOH XPOHOAOTHI>
(«Scand-D1>») u «nepuop D1 no eBporeiickoit XpOHOAOTUM >
(«Cont-D1>). TepMHHOAOTHS, OMHCHIBAIOIAS PA3ANYHbIE HA-
KAAQAKH, 30KMMBI M PeMHH, HMCIIOAb30BABIINECS B Y3A€ U CEAAAX,
IIPEACTABASIAA COOOI OTAEABHYIO IIPOOAEMY, U IOTOMY IIPHIIAOCH
OIIPEAEAUTDCS C TEPMHUHAMH, OIMCHIBAIOIIUMYI KOHCKYIO YIPSDKb
(puc. 5; cM TaKKe PycCKyIo TEPMUHOAOTHIO B HIDKETIPUBEACHHOM
cricke). MecTonoAoxeHne OCHOBHBIX IAMATHHKOB, O KOTOPBIX

TOMAET Pedb B 3TO KHHTe, OTMeYeHo Ha KapTe (pHC. 6).

BRIDLE (headstall and snaffle) Y3AA (oroaosbe u yauaa)

browband HAAOOHBII peMeHb
cheekpiece HAIEYHBINA peMeHb
headpiece 3aTHIAOYHbIN PEMEHb
loose-ring snaffle TpeH3eAb

cheek-bar snaffle MYHALITYK
noseband HOCOBOI PeMeHb

Introduction

reins

strap junction

TIOBOADBS

pacmpeaeAuTeAb peMHeH

throatlash LIeHHBIIA PeMeHb

SADDLE CEAAO

breast collar HArPYAHBIA peMeHb

breeching mIAest

cantle 3aAHS AYKa

girth HOATIpyTa

haunch junction pacnpeaeAMTeAb peMHen
(1a xpyme koHs)

haunch strap CIIMHHOM peMeHb

martingale MapTHHTAA

pendant strap IIOABECOYHBII pEMEHb

pommel HePEeAHSIS AyKa

saddle blanket HOTHHK

saddle ring HOAIIPY>KHOE KOABLIO

seat CUAEHbE

shoulder junction pacIpeAeAnTeAb peMHeil
(1a miaeve xoH:)

shoulder strap [IA€4eBOM peMeHb

OTa myOAMKAIHMs He CTABUT IIEABIO AATh BCECTOPOHHHI aHAAU3
Haxopaok B Cécpase. Hama sapaga — omybAMKOBaTh Bemiu u3
Tpex mamaTHUKOB: Cécpaanl I-11 u OyabrodTer. Apyras 3apaua
— YTOYHUTD HHPOPMALIUIO MO TAKUM «KAACCHIECKHUM> BOIPO-
caM, KaK XpOHOAOTHS, IIPOUCXOXAEHHE, CTHAb U HHTEPIIpeTa-
ITHs KOHTEKCTa HAXOAKH. ByaeM HapeAThCs, 9TO ApyTHE HCCACAO-
BaTeAH HCIIOAB3YIOT 3Ty Iy OAMKAI[HIO, YTOOBI CHOPMYAHPOBATD
HOBbIE BOIIPOCHI U TIPEAAOXKUTD HOBbIe HHTepIpeTanuu. Kom-
maekc Cécpaapl-OyAbTOPTEI MpepAaraeT HOBble BOSMOXKHOCTH
AASI ITIOHMMAHVSI COLIMAABHBIX H3MEeHEHHUIT B OypHOe BpeMs rube-

AM QHTHYHOTO MHpa U $OPMHUPOBaHMs HOBOM EBpomnbL.



MNoanuncKn K nanoCTpaumam

Puc. 1. Yuacmuuxu Cécdarvckozo cemunapa 2013 . na $one Hemopu-
ueckozo myses Ayndckozo ynusepcumema. Caesa nanpaso: Ceanme
Quuuep, Axeppu Pocenepen, Anneau Cyndxsucm, Ilep Kapcmen, Ao-
suca Aarv, Muxaua Kasanckuii, Anna Bumnep-Bpy6aesckas, Benem
Hopoxsucm, Ilaparomma Dabex, Yavd Hecmarn. Qomo neussecmmozo

npoxoscezo.

Puc. 2. Y Hecman, Illapromma Qabex u Aosuca Aarv obcyxdarom
seuu us Cécdarvt 6 bubruomexe Hemopuueckozo myses Ayndckozo

yrusepcumema (pomo Aanuars Aundckoza).

Puc. 3. Vaacmuuxu emopozo cemunapa 2015 2. y pasuiinozo Kkapvepa 6
Cécdare. Caesa nanpaso: Benem Hopdxeucm, Ceanme Quiuep, Orre
Andepccon, Auneau Cyndxeucm, Ilep Kapcmen, Aumep Keacm, Yave
Hecman, Auna Bumuep-Bpybaesckas, Bepmuav Xeaveeccon, Anna
Macmoicosa, Muxaua Kasanckuii, Illapromma Qabek, Aosuca Aarv.

®omo Cmuza Hencena, s0dumers asmobyca.

Puc. 4. Coomnowenue mexncdy $azamu C3, D1 u D2 no ckanounasckoii
(sru3y) u esponeiickoii xpororozuu (no: Kristoffersen, Magnus 2010 fig.
20 (Spannformete kar. Udvikling og variasjon. Stavanger. Summary);
Tejral 1997 Abb. 30 (Neue Aspekte der friihvilkerwanderungszeitlichen
Chronologie im Mitteldonauraum // Neue Beitrige zur Erforschung
der Spatantike im mittleren Donauraum / ed. J. Tejral et alii. Brno: 321—
391); cp.: Rau 2010 Abb. 41 (Nydam mose 1. Die personengebundenen
Gegenstinde. Grabungen 1989-1999. Aarhus; Hojbjerg: Summary).

Puc. 5. Tepmunvl, onucoisaroujue KOHCKy0 copyio, UCHOAb30BAHHDIE 6
nybaukayuu comnaexca Cécdarvl, Ha 2paduueckotl pekoHCmMpyKyuu
«koHs u3 Cécdarvr>. Coomeemcmsyiowyas pycckas mepmuHoA02us

dana 6 mexcme sviue (pucynox dpuxu Pocenzpen).

Puc. 6. Mecmonoarosceriue 0CHOBHLIX NamiamHuKos, ynomaHymoslx 6

amoti KHuze.

Charlotte Fabech & UIf Nasman
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Chapter 8

The Iron Age horse

Erika Rosengren

The Sosdala find with its exquisite horse equipment is spectacular and testifies to the prominent role of
the horse in Iron Age society. Although the remains of the horses themselves are absent, information
about the animal’s physical characteristics can be found in related finds from elsewhere in Scandina-
via. It is possible to infer that the horses do not seem to have expressed much phenotypic variation.
The horses were around 120-140 cm over the withers and most were black, bay or chestnut in colour.
Genetically, modern Nordic horses show abundant diversity both among and within horse breeds,
possibly reflecting a bias toward the trading of females already in ancient times. In contrast, local stal-
lions seem to have been highly valued and preferred over imported ones, based on the autochthonous
paternal lineages exhibited by the same breeds. At some point in time, an influx of genes from eastern
horse populations occurred, possibly mirroring the eastern influences seen in other categories of ar-

chaeological material, but this may also be of an earlier or later date.

Rosengren, E. 2017. The Iron Age horse. In: Fabech, C. & Néisman, U. (eds). The Sosdala horsemen — and

the equestrian elite of fifth century Europe. Jutland Archaeological Society.

The horse is believed to have been domesticated in the
Eurasian Steppe 5,000-6,000 years ago (Ludwig et al.
2009), and introduced in various parts of Europe in the
Late Neolithic/Bronze Age (Bendrey 2012). In addition to
having long-lasting impact on human societies by increas-
ing mobility and trade, influencing human lifestyles and
profoundly changing warfare (Levine 2000), it is apparent
from both archaeological material and written accounts
that the horse was a symbol of status and had a promi-
nent role in the cult (Nisstrém 2002; Fabech & Ringtved
2009). Horses could serve as various offerings, for exam-
ple as food, gifts, protection, and booty (Vretemark 2013).
Consequently, remains of either whole carcasses of horses,

selected body parts or food waste are found in a variety of
contexts: wetlands, wells, graves, on settlements and with-
in house structures (Stjernquist 1973; Mohl 1997; Carlie
2004; Vretemark 2013; Dobat et al. 2014).

The Sésdala find, dated to the Migration Period (c. AD
400), is one of the most interesting finds associated with
horses. It consists of exclusive riding gear, saddles and
tackle, and has been interpreted as making up a funeral
sacrifice (Fabech chapter 2). In this context the Iron Age
horse itself is absent, possibly slaughtered and eaten in
connection with the burial of its leader (Fabech & Nis-
man chapter 17). That no physical remains of horses were
found in close proximity to the sacrificed horse equipment
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Fig. 1. Examples of horses displaying the most prevalent coat colours;
chestnut, bay and black. Photo: Photocase/kb-photodesign.

in Sosdala is a major drawback and, although remains of
horses were abundant in the graves at the nearby burial site
of Vitteryd (Strémberg 1961), they come from cremations
and were too fragmented to provide much information.
An essential part of the equation is thereby missing, and
in order to investigate the physical characteristics of the
horse we need to look elsewhere.

Although written contemporary sources from Iron
Age Scandinavia are almost non-existent there are a good
number of descriptions from foreign writers, for example,
Roman chroniclers. Primarily restricted to aristocratic
settings, consequently, there are apparent discrepancies
between these sources and the abundant archaeological
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finds (Vretemark 2013), and comparisons should therefore

be treated with caution.

In the written narratives, for example, sacrifices most of-
ten involve male animals, but, with the exception of the four
sacrificed stallions in Illerup Adal (Dobat et al. 2014 ), no sex
preference seems to have existed for horses in graves or in
sacrificial contexts (Gotherstrom 2002; Monikander 2010;
Svensson et al. 2012). The apparent lack of a preference for
stallions compared to mares, in turn, shows that the people
conducting the rituals had stronger criteria for the evalua-
tion of a horse than sex, perhaps selecting animals based on
capability, breed or aesthetics (Gotherstrém 2002).

Also, the Roman historian Tacitus describes white hors-
es as particularly holy in his Germania (chapter 10) and
the coat colour of horses is only occasionally mentioned
in the written material describing the Viking Age (Sund-
kvist 2001). When Svensson et al. (2012) used genotyping



of coat colour SNPs on the horse remains from Skedem-
osse (AD 200-500), Valsgirde (AD 450-750) and Ultuna
(AD 800-1050) they were able to show that the three basic
coat colours, bay, black, and chestnut (fig. 1), seem to have
been dominant and equally common at all sites. However,
according to the authors, the genes determining various
spotting patterns and dilutions believed to have existed are
still unknown, or impossible to target in fragmented ge-
netic material such as ancient DNA (Svensson et al. 2012).
Also, the findings of horses with silver dilution, although
only in heterozygote state, makes it likely that there were
animals expressing the silver phenotype present in Sweden
during at least the early Viking Age (Svensson ef al. 2012).

According to written accounts there existed a large
number of different horse breeds within the Roman Em-
pire. Selective breeding was practiced and certain horse
races were reserved for certain categories within society
(Hyland 1990). Different phenotypes of horses based on
body size and proportions, possibly constituting different
breeds, have been proposed from the Swedish Iron Age
(Sundkvist 1992).

The withers heights of the horses recovered from
Skedemosse and Hassle-Bosarp ranged between 120 and
140 cm (Stjernquist 1973; Monikander 2010). The horses
from Finnestorp were approx. 140 cm (Nordqvist 2006)
and the horses from Roekillorna are described as larger
than a modern-day Icelandic pony (145 cm: Mehl 1997).
The withers heights of the four horses recovered at Illerup
Adal A ranged between 130 and 141 cm (Dobat ef al. 2014).
Overall, this gives an average height of about 130 cm in the
Scandinavian Early Iron Age horses (fig. 2).

However, Azzaroli (1985) has previously discussed
the problem of separating different horse types based on
skeletal morphology in all but extreme cases. One should
also keep in mind that only a small portion of the bone
material, due to the challenges concerning DNA preserva-
tion and additional taphonomic processes, are suitable for
genetic or biometric analyses. Bones found in cremation
burials, in alkaline wetlands or as refuse material at settle-
ments are often too fragmented or deteriorated. Therefore,
the results previously cited represent only a limited num-
ber of horses originally used in Iron Age society and are
thus not based on an unbiased sample.

Fig. 2. Mean withers heights of the Iron Age horses (black) compared to
the mean withers heights of modern Nordic horse breeds (grey). Draw-
ing Erika Rosengren.

Interestingly, the estimated withers height agrees well
when compared to the measurements of horses from the
Continent and the British Isles. Remains of horses from
Pre-Roman Iron Age/transitional period (ist century
BC-1st century AD) Britain had a mean withers height of
126 cm (Albarella ef al. 2008). Celtic horses are described
as small (110-130 cm withers height), whereas Romans
bred larger horses (>140 cm). Therefore, remains of small
horses have been considered to come from local animals
while larger ones have been proposed to be imported, en-
dowed or looted (Elsner et al. 2016). It is speculated that
the Romans introduced new female lineages to conquered
regions (Bower et al. 2013) and according to Caesar hors-
es were traded over long distances (De Bello Gallico 4,2,2).
Also, in areas under Roman influence, like Britain, an in-
crease in body size and change in body shape over time
has been observed, suggesting that horse improvement
was likely to have been brought about with new breeding
stock (Albarella et al. 2008).

Erika Rosengren
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Although the body size of horses increased during the
Iron Age (Fabech & Ringtved 2009), no significant change
has been observed from sites in Northern Europe contem-
porary with the Roman Empire. Consequently, it has been
speculated whether one of the four horses from Illerup
Adal A, interpreted as a surprisingly large animal, might
indicate import from either Eastern Europe or the Roman
Empire (Lau 2014, Table 1). This would be in accordance
with the various elements of riding equipment found in
southern Scandinavian weapon sacrifices showing close
similarities to riding gear from the northern Danube area
or the Roman Empire (Lau 2014). Strontium isotope anal-
ysis of enamel of two of the other horses showed a local
origin within the region of Denmark, southern Sweden
or northern Germany for these horses (Dobat et al. 2014),
rendering the issue unresolved.

However, although studying only a small portion of the
mtDNA, Elsner et al. (2016) found that smaller and larg-
er individuals from sites in Switzerland (originally iden-
tified as local and imported, respectively) did not differ
genetically. Persistent gene flow through the domestica-
tion process, high mobility of the horse, and its prevalent
use for transportation has been evoked to explain the high
genetic diversity (in both mitochondrial and autosomal
DNA), as well as the absence of strong phylogeographic
structuring that exists among horses (Vila et al. 2001; Pe-
tersen et al. 2013).

Unlike the descendants of other domesticated species
like cattle, sheep, and goats that are derived from a limited
number of animals that were domesticated in just a few
places 8,000-10,000 years ago, the horse mitochondrial
genomes tell a very different story. The mtDNA of mod-
ern horses shows a high diversity in terms of haplogroups,
most of which are shared among modern breeds and dif-
ferent geographic areas (Lippold et al. 2011b; Achilli et al.
2012). The genetic data appears to suggest that, in addi-
tion to the knowledge of horse breeding, the rapid spread
of horse domestication out of western central Eurasia
during the Neolithic involved actual population move-
ment (Levine 2002; Achilli et al. 2012).

Within the autosomal DNA (i.e. microsatellites), the
divergence between breeds is more marked than was ob-
served with mtDNA sequences, further illustrating that
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maternal gene flow dominated the genetic exchange be-
tween breeds and may reflect a bias toward females in
breeding and trade (Vila ef al. 2001).

In contrast, the Y-chromosome diversity found in mod-
ern domestic horses is exceedingly low. One hypothesis
to explain this has been that the wild horse population
from which they were domesticated also lacked diversi-
ty, possibly due to the polygynous breeding patterns in
wild horses (Wallner et al. 2013). The absence of Y-chro-
mosomal diversity in modern horses is, however, most
probably a result of a limited number of stallions initially
being domesticated and the breeding practices developed
after domestication further reducing the effective number
of males (Lippold et al. 2011a). Haplotype 1 is believed to
be the only one that survived through domestication and
later selective breeding, and it is distributed across almost
all breeds and geographic regions. All other haplotypes
arose directly or indirectly from haplotype 1. Wallner et
al. (2013), studying the genetic variation of the Y-chromo-
some in extant horse breeds, found that northern Europe-
an breeds, like the Icelandic Horse, Shetland Pony, and the
Norwegian Fjord horse, retained autochthonous Y-chro-
mosome variants (haplotypes 4-6) in high frequencies.
Haplotype 4, for example, is found in half of all Icelan-
dic horses, haplotype 6 in 74% of Shetland ponies and
haplotype s is fixed in Norwegian Fjord horse (Wallner
et al. 2013). The autochthonous haplotypes would imply
that these horse breeds were either subjected not at al or
very little to the introgression of genetic material of stal-
lions from Central Europe and the Near East document-
ed in other breeds. Presumably, if the adaptations of these
breeds to local conditions made them valued more highly
than imported animals, this could explain their compar-
atively isolated history. One example is the restriction of
import of horses to Iceland established already in AD 930
(Wallner et al. 2013).

The free-roaming horses of the Iron Age were left by
themselves in wood- or moorland for large parts of the
year where only selected stallions were allowed to run
with the mares. This traditional way of keeping horses is
recorded for primitive breeds like the Gotland Russ well
into historic times (Zimmermann 1999; Sundkvist 2004 ).
Evidence from the written sources, where herds connect-



ed to specific persons or farms are mentioned, tell us that

pedigree was important already in ancient times. A meth-
od to influence the stock was to buy a suitable stallion
and let him loose. By subsequently removing young colts,
probably through castration, there were ways to raise the
chances of having foals by the selected stallion (Sundkvist
2004). Aggressive behaviour causing problems to travel-
lers most probably led to the number of loose-running
stallions being restricted, as is exemplified by 19th cen-
tury laws from Norway and Iceland (Sundqvist 2004).
Also, this practice of keeping herds of breeding animals
free-roaming might initially have been as much out of
necessity as convenience(fig. 3). For example, conserva-
tionists initially encountered problems such as pacing,
excessive aggression, impotence, and infanticide when
they tried to breed the wild Przewalski’s horse (Boyd &
Houpt 1994, Warmuth ef al. 2012). The area in connection
with the Skedemosse bog has been interpreted by Hag-
berg as a site for annual round-ups of the free-ranging
horse herds (1967).

A close genetic relationship between modern northern
European breeds (Norwegian Fjord horse, Nordland/

Fig. 3. A herd of 60 Exmoor ponies is roaming freely on Langeland, Den-
mark. Photo Turist- og Erhversforeningen Langeland, http://www.
langeland.dk/In-int/langeland/wild-horses-langeland.

Lyngen horse, Dole horse, Coldblooded trotter, Shet-
land pony, Finnhorse, North Swedish horse and Icelandic
horse) and the Mongolian native horse has been revealed
using microsatellite data as well as genome-wide SNP
data, indicating a contribution of eastern genes to north-
ern European horse populations (Bjornstad et al. 2003;
Petersen et al. 2013). This would possibly suggest that
these breeds have an ancient and isolated history or were
subjected to a more recent influx of eastern genes. Great
expansions of the Nomadic Empires, conducted on horse-
back, under Scythians (8th century BC - 2nd century
AD), Sarmatians (2nd century — 4th century AD), Huns
under Attila (sth century AD) and Genghis Khan (13th
century AD), are known examples of such possible eastern
influences. The question of when this occurred could po-
tentially be answered by future analysis of the genomes of
ancient remains of Scandinavian horses.

Erika Rosengren
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To sum up, the Swedish horses do not seem to have
expressed a lot of phenotypic variation. The horses were
around 120-140 cm over the withers and most were black,
bay or chestnut in colour. Maternally inherited mitochon-
drial genomes show abundant diversity both among and
within horse breeds, possibly reflecting a bias toward the
trading of females. In contrast, local stallions seem to have
been highly valued, based on the autochthonous paternal
lineages exhibited by modern northern European breeds.
At some point in time, an influx of genes from eastern
horse populations occurred, possibly mirroring the east-
ern influences seen in other categories of archaeological
material (e.g. that described by Fabech 1991), but may be
earlier or later.
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Pesrome
Nowaab Xene3Horo BekKa

Spwuka PoceHrpeH

Haxopxa B Cécpane, paTupyromasicss DIOXOi lepeceAeHns Ha-
poaos (pybex IV-V BB.), ssBAseTCSl OAHMM U3 HanbOAee MHTe-
PECHBIX apXeOAOTUYECKHIX OTKPbITHIL, CBSI3AaHHBIX C AOLIAABMH.
OAHAKO B HEITOCPEACTBEHHO OAU3OCTH OT MeCTa JKEePTBOIIPU-
HOLIEHVsI KOHCKOM YIIPSDKU He GbIAM HAaMAEHbl OCTAaHKH AOIIA-
Aeil. B pesyaprare yrpadeHa Ba)KHeHIIAs 4aCTh ypaBHEHUS, U
AASL U3y4eHNs] PU3UIECKHIX 0COOEHHOCTE N AOIIAAN IIPUXOAUTCS
00pamarbcsi K APyTUM PerHOHAM.

CymecTByeT psiA OAHOBPEMEHHBIX HAXOAKE IHMCbMEHHBIX
HCTOYHHKOB, OCTaBACHHBIX Ty)Ke3eMHBIMH ABTOPAMH, B TOM HC-
Ae puMcKuMu XpoHucTamu. COrAacHO UM, B SKePTBY IIPUHOCH-
AM Yalje BCErO CaAMI[OB JXUBOTHbIX, OAHAKO €CAM UCIIOAB30BaTh
OIlpeAeAeHHe TI0AQ HA MOAEKYASIPDHOM YPOBHE, TO CO3AQETCS
BIIEYATAEHME, UTO U B [IOrPeOeHIsIX, U B KOHTEKCTe XKePTBOIIPHU-
HOLIEHUH HU OAHOMY W3 IIOAOB JKMBOTHBIX IIPEAIIOYTEHHI He
oraaBaan. K ToMy ke, B IPOTHBOIIOAOXKHOCTb CAOBAM ITHCbMEH-
HbIX UCTOYHHKOB O AOIIAASIX CBETAON MACTH, T€HETUYECKOE UC-
CAeAOBaHHE OCTAaHKOB CKAHAUHABCKUX AOIIAAECH Ha MOHOHYKAE-
OTHAHBII IOAUMODP$U3M YKA3aA0 Ha AOMUHUPOBAHKE BOPOHO,
THEAO U PBDKeHl IIOPOA, KOTOPBIe, KaK IIPEACTABASETCSI, ObIAY
OAMHAKOBO PAaCIIPOCTPAHEHbI HA BCeX MaMATHUKAX. BosmoskHOe
[PUCYTCTBUE AOMHHAHTHOIO I'eHA-OCAAOUTEAS], OCBETASIOLIETO
OKpACKy CepefpUCTHIMYI TOHAMHU, OTMEYEHO AULIb AASL OCTAHKOB
HayaAa DIIOXY BUKHHIOB.

ITo AQHHBIM PSIAQ OCTAHKOB, OOHAPY>KEHHBIX HA CKAHAMHA-
BCKHX [AMATHHKAX, 6OAee MAM MeHee CHHXPOHHbBIX HaXOAKe B
Cécpase, BBICOTA AOIIAAEN B XOAKE OIPEAEASIETCS KaK IPHOAU-
3UTEABHO 120—140 CM. AIOGOIIBITHO, YTO IPEATIOAAraeMast BbICO-
Ta B XOAKE XOPOLIO COOTBETCTBYET AAHHDBIM, IOAYYEHHBIM AAS
AoIIaAert, sxuBIKX Ha EBporefickoM KoHTHHeHTe 1 Ha Bpuran-
CKUX OCcTpoBax. [IpeAIOAararoT, 4TO B 9THX PErHOHAX PUMASIHE
3aBEAM HOBbIE JKEHCKHE AMHUM AOLIAAEH; IIOMUMO 9TOIO, C Te-
YeHHeM BPeMeHH HAOAIOAQETCSI YBEANYEHIe Pa3MepOB I U3Me-
HeHre pOpPMbI TeAd XUBOTHBIX, UTO 3aCTABASIET [IPEATIOAOKHUTD

BEPOATHOE YAYYIIEHHE IIOPOABI B PE3YABTATE HMCIIOAB30OBAHUA

Chapter 8: The Iron Age horse

HOBOTO IAeMeHHOTo ckoTa. OAHAKO Ha CHHXPOHHBIX CKaHAMHA-
BCKMX IIAMATHHMKAX ITOAOOHBIX M3MEHEHHMIT He HAOAIOAQeTCSL.

T'eneTnyeckre MCCAEAOBAHMS HACACAYEMBIX [0 MATEPUHCKOM
avanK MuTOXOHApHaAbHBIX AHK Aomrapeit JKeaesHnoro Bexa
[I0Ka3aAM UX GOABIIOE Pa3HOOOpA3He, KOTOPOE HCCAEAOBATEAH
HUHTEPIIPETHPYIOT KaK OTPaKeHHe TEHACHIIUH K TOPrOBAE CaM-
xamu >kuBoTHBIX. B ayrocomuprx AHK (T. e. Mukpocareaan-
Tax) AMBEpTeHIMs COBPEMEHHBIX OpPOA GoAee BHIPAKeHa, YeM
HAOAIOAQeTCSI IO IIOCAEAOBATEABHOCTSIM MUTOXOHAPHUAABHBIX
AHK, uro eme pa3 moATBepxKAQeT AOMUHUPOBAHHE ITOTOKA Ma-
TEPUHCKIX T€HOB B FeHHOM 0OMeHe MexAy mopopamu. Hao6o-
POT, BHISIBAEHHOE Y COBPEMEHHBIX AOMAIIHUX IIOPOA Pa3HOObpa-
3ue Y-XpOMOCOMBI BECbMa OTPaHIYEHO, YTO, BEPOSTHO, SIBASIETCS
PE3YABTATOM HCIIOAB30BAHMS OYeHb HEMHOTOUHCAECHHBIX JKepeD-
LJOB-TIPOM3BOAUTEAEH, OAOMAIIHEHHBIX M3HAYAABHO, IMIpUYEM
Pa3BUBaBIIHECS [IOCAE AOMECTHKALIMH CIIOCOOBI Pa3BeAEHHS 10~
POABI B AAAbHEFIIIeM COKPATHAH HCITOAb3yeMOe KOAMIECTBO CaM-
110B. AOKa3aHO, YTO COBpeMeHHbIE CeBePOEeBPOIIEFICKIIE IIOPOABL,
HAIlpHMep, NCAAHACKAS AOIIAAb, IETAAHACKHI IIOHU U HOPBEX-
cKast ppOPAOBASI AOLIAAD, OUEHb JACTO COXPAHSIOT ABTOXTOHHbIE
BAPHAHTHI Y-XPOMOCOMBI, TECHO CBSI3aHHBIE C TAITAOTUIIOM IIPeA-
k0B. ITo-BHAMMOMY, eCAM AAQNITALIUS ITUX IIOPOA K MECTHBIM YC-
AOBUSIM TOBBICHAQ X IJeHHOCTD IO CPAaBHEHUIO C MPUBO3HBIMU
SKUBOTHBIMH, TO 3TO 0OCTOATEABCTBO MOTAO OBITh OObACHEHHEM
UX CPaBHUTEABHO M30AUPOBAHHON HCTOPUHL.

HakoHelj, HUCCA€AOBAHUSI MHKPOCATEAAUTOB U OOIjereHOM-
HOTO MOHOHYKACOTHAHOTO ITOAUMOP$H3MA OTKPBIAU TeCHbIe
reHeTUYeCKHe CBS3U MEXAY COBPEMEHHBIMH CeBepOeBpOIIeil-
CKHMH [IOPOAAME U a0OPUTeHHbIMUA MOHIOABCKUMHE AOIIAABMH,
yKa3aB Ha y4acTHe BOCTOYHBIX T€HOB B OPMHPOBAHHUU CeBEPO-
eBPOIEeHCKUX MOMYASIIHI AOMAAE. DTO MOXKET O3HA4aTb, YTO
AQHHbIE TTOPOADBI AOIIAAEH MMEIOT APEBHIOK, H30AHPOBAHHYIO
HCTOPHIO, HAH YK€ UTO OHU HEAABHO HCIIBITAAH IIPUTOK BOCTOY-
HbIX reHOB. VI3BeCTHBIMH IpPHMepaMH BOCTOYHOIO BAHMSIHHS

SABAACTCA OSKCIIAHCHUSA BEAMKHUX KOYEBBIX I/IMHepI/Iﬁ, OCyIecT-



BASIBIIASICSA BCAAHMKAMH — CKHpaMHU (VIII B. A0 H. 2. — II B. H.
2.), capmaramu (II-IV B. 1. 3.), rynsamu Artuast (V B. H. 3.) 1
Yunrucxarom (XIII s. . 3.). OAHAKO 3TOT BOCTOYHbII TeHETH-
4eCKHIl MATePUAA MOT OBITh IIPUBHECEH OAHOBPEMEHHO U B 60-
Aee paHHee, U B 0oAee MO3AHee BpeMs, IPUYeM OTBET HA 9TOT
BOIIPOC, BO3MOXXHO, IO3BOAST OTBICKATh AAAbHEHIIIE HCCACAO-
BAaHUS FeHOMOB U3 OCTAaHKOB APEBHHX AOIIAAel, HAACHHBIX Ha

TeppUTOpHH HbIHemHel CKaHAMHABHUHL.

MNoanuncu K naaoCTpaumam

Puc. 1. Aowadu camvix pacnpocmpanentvix macmeii — pouicesi, eHedoti

u soponoii (pomo Photocase/kb-photodesign).
Puc. 2. Cpednss evicoma xoaxu rowadeii XKeaesnozo 6exa 6 cpasHenuu

co cpeaueﬁ 8bICOMOTL XOAKU COBpPEMEHHDLX Aouiadetl ckaHOUHABCKUX

nopod (pucynox dpuxu Pocenzper).
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So6sdala is a famous name in European archaeology of the Migration Period.
But the fame of the name has thrown the find itself in deep shade. This is
surprising since it contains mounts from an exquisitely decorated parade bri-
dle, the closest parallels to which are found in Austria, Poland, Romania and
Ukraine. The craftsmanship equals the best Late Roman metalwork.

The content of the Sésdala finds reveal that individuals from South Scan-
dinavia were involved in the turmoil in eastern and central Europe when the
Late Roman Empire disintegrated. The context, depositions of dismantled
horse tack in gravel ridges, is explainable with reference to Nomadic funerary
rituals following the burial of prominent horsemen.

This book, based on new scholar!y studies and scientific analyses, contains full
catalogues of three finds of horse tack, three bridles and fourteen saddles. In
seventeen papers a European team of scholars place Sésdala in its European
setting. The papers in English have resumés and captions in Russian.

Jutland Archaeological Society

Soon available at Aarhus University Press
https://en.unipress.dk/fagomrdder/arkaeoloqgi/
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